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94 Book Reviews 

Fasti Triumphales Populi Romani. By Ettore Pais. Rome: 
Nardecchia, 1920. Pp. clxviii+546. 

Those who had the privilege of visiting Rome during the war discovered, 
if never before, that ancient Rome is still a potent force in politics. During 
the many periods of gloom the government frequently found occasion for 
calling attention to the evidences of former greatness. Rome's "2770th 
birthday" was, for instance, celebrated by thousands of school children 
who marched through the Forum to offer their gold to the treasury "as 
their forefathers had done in the Punic war." On the Capitoline the 
premier addressed the assembled people on the occasion of America's declara- 
tion of war. Again and again when distressing news came, the orators 
standing in the presence of ancient nomuments offered the consolation of 
past example. To the American observer it appeared as if the spirit of 
old Rome was ever present to inspire and admonish. 

All this is vividly called to mind by the preface in which Professor Pais 
explains that he has undertaken an Italian edition of the triumphal lists as 
a kind of patriotic duty. Lest the American reader infer from this statement 
that the book is a hasty compilation, we must add at once that it is entirely 
worthy of the great historian's reputation. At every point attacked it 
provides an advance upon the editions of Schon and of the Corpus. 

The long introduction gives a very convenient outline of the customs 
of war and peace connected with Roman triumphs. The edition of the 
fasti that follows is conservative and reliable; the three hundred pages of 
notes present much material which is not to be found in previous editions. 
The most valuable portion is perhaps the volume of appendixes. The 
excellent photographic reproductions of the fragments on fourteen plates 
will please students of epigraphy and paleography alike, and the new con- 
clusions regarding the probable contents of the lacunae are particularly 
helpful because they are based upon new measurements provided by an 
engineer of the municipality and upon the vast knowledge of sources always 
at the author's command. It is a pleasure to note in the preface that 
Professor Pais also intends to issue an edition of the Consular Fasti. 

Tennet Frank 



